
                      Climate Emergency Sub-Group: Housing 

2nd February, 2021 @ 7pm

Present: Darren Price (chair), Tony Holmes, Ian Herdman, Susan Coleman, Phil Taylor, Ian 
Plant, Paul Roberts, Gary Bentley (all SMDC) Mark Johnson, Mike Jones, James Firkins (all 
MCA)

Summary of points to take forward to the Climate Emergency Group:  

1. Overarching importance of the timely production and adoption of a Sustainable 
Design SPD was once again reiterated.

2. Creation of a “Moorlands Sustainability Hub” online resource by SMDC to 
signpost relevant grants such as the Green Homes Grant as well as promoting other 
green initiatives/opportunities to individuals and tradesmen.  This could act as a focal 
point for the efforts to address our climate change commitment in the Moorlands.  It 
was suggested that his would be an ideal task for a dedicated officer to undertake, 
perhaps a placement student or recent graduate in association with our links with 
Keele University. 

3. Following a discussion on the merits and demerits of log burners, the group 
resolved to request the CCWG and SMDC to undertake some research, followed by 
public awareness and potentially enforcement work on these.  Good, well installed 
log burners, burning properly dried wood at sufficient temperatures needn’t be 
problematic but how many are there, how good are they, what are they burning etc.  
This is especially problematic in the urban areas/smokeless zones.

4. Whilst not strictly within the remit of the housing group there was a strong view 
expressed by all present that the Council should be insisting upon the highest 
sustainability standards on its own office buildings and others in its ownership 
such as leisure centres etc.  There was regret expressed that the recent roof renewal 
at Biddulph Leisure Centre omitted PVs and a clear view that this shouldn’t be 
allowed to happen again, with reference to potential refurbishment at Cheadle 
Leisure Centre

5.  It was also unanimously felt that whilst SMDC currently had very little control and 
precious little influence over RSLs like Your Housing Group, we should exert what 
influence we have to ensure that social housing is retrofitted to the highest 
efficiency standards via things like heat pumps and improved insulation. 

References: 
 https://greenhomesgrant.campaign.gov.uk/
 www.trustmark.org.uk/tradepeople/join-through-trust
 https://www.cpre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/future-energy-landscapes-design-and-

rationale.pdf
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